Appendix B: Clinical Literature Search Procedure

The literature search identified infliximab and comparator trials simultaneously, as per the NICE
technology appraisal of etanercept and efalizumab. The data from this search informed the infliximab
efficacy review and the indirect comparison analysis.

Medline and Embase formed the foundation of the search. These databases were combined and de-
duplicated and paper selection was carried out on this combined database. The Cochrane library was also
searched, but the retrieved records from this database were not systematically excluded; rather they were
manually cross-checked against the results of the Medline and Embase search to ensure that no RCTs had
been missed.

The figure on page 17 of the submission was intended to show how papers relating to infliximab trials only
were excluded, as required out in the STA procedure manual. However since the main literature search was
carried out using combined literature databases for three drugs simultaneously this figure had to be
derived by hand calculation. The following should be noted about this figure:

a) The numbers of papers written against each database include comparator medications
b) All numbers except those of papers finally selected include duplicates

A detailed breakdown of the paper selection procedure is set out below together with a list of excluded and
included papers at each step.

Breakdown of Medline/Embase Search Strategy
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