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NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR HEALTH AND CLINICAL 
EXCELLENCE 

INTERVENTIONAL PROCEDURES PROGRAMME 

Equality impact assessment 

IPG 373 Selective dorsal rhizotomy for spasticity in 
cerebral palsy 

The impact on equality has been assessed during guidance development 
according to the principles of the NICE Equality scheme. 

Scoping 

1. Have any potential equality issues been identified during the scoping 
process (development of the scope or discussion at the Committee 
meeting), and, if so, what are they? 

People with cerebral palsy are covered by equalities legislation.  

 

2. What is the preliminary view as to what extent these potential equality 
issues need addressing by the Committee? If there are exclusions 
listed in the scope (for example, populations, treatments or settings), 
are these justified? 

This was not thought to have an impact on the assessment of the procedure. 
No exclusions were applied. 

 

3. Has any change to the scope (such as additional issues raised during 
the Committee meeting) been agreed to highlight potential equality 
issues?  

No 
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Consultation 

1. Have the potential equality issues identified during the scoping 
process been addressed by the Committee, and, if so, how? 

Not applicable  

 

2. Have any other potential equality issues been raised in the overview, 
specialist adviser questionnaires or patient commentary, and, if so, 
how has the Committee addressed these? 

Safety data indicate a risk of further disability associated with the procedure.  
This was addressed by the Committee’s recommendation on what patients 
and carers should be told at consent.  

 

3. Have any other potential equality issues been identified by the 
Committee, and, if so, how has the Committee addressed these? 

No 

 
 

4. Do the preliminary recommendations make it more difficult in practice 
for a specific group to access a technology or intervention compared 
with other groups? If so, what are the barriers to access for the 
specific group? 

No 

 

5. Are there any recommendations or explanations that the Committee 
could make to remove or alleviate barriers to access identified in 
question 4, or otherwise fulfil NICE’s obligation to promote equality?  

Not applicable 
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6. Have the Committee’s considerations of equality issues been 
described in the consultation document, and, if so, where? 

No 

 
 

Final interventional procedures document  

1. Have any additional potential equality issues been raised during the 
consultation, and, if so, how has the Committee addressed these? 

One consultee raised the issue of age, and whether carrying out the procedure on 
children at a young age might give a false impression of its role in improving 
walking.  As a result of this comment, the Committee added a section to the 
guidance that clarified that most of the evidence available to it only involved children 
aged 4 – 10 years. 

Age 

 

Another consultee raised the issue that only ambulant patients may be the most 
appropriate people to undergo this procedure:  Section 1.3 of the guidance provides 
a recommendation on patient selection, and the facilities that should be available to 
support it.   

Level of Disability 

 

2. If the recommendations have changed after consultation, are there 
any recommendations that make it more difficult in practice for a 
specific group to access a technology or intervention compared with 
other groups? If so, what are the barriers to access for the specific 
group? 

Not applicable 

 

3. If the recommendations have changed after consultation, are there 
any recommendations  or explanations that the Committee could 
make to remove or alleviate barriers to access identified in question 2, 
or otherwise fulfil NICE’s obligations to promote equality?  

Not applicable 
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4. Have the Committee’s considerations of equality issues been 
described in the final interventional procedures document, and, if so, 
where? 

No 

 

Approved by Centre or Programme Director: Mirella Marlow 

Date: 24 November 2010 
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