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ADDENDUM TO PSORIASIS ECONOMIC ANALYSIS 

FOLLOWING CHANGE IN PRICE FOR INFLIXIMAB 

 

The only analysis affected by the price change to infliximab is Section 6.3.5 as this is 

the only analysis in which infliximab is used as a comparator. 

6.3.5 Alternative Scenario IV: comparison of biologics with other systemic 
therapies (patients with any baseline DLQI and assumption that non-
responding patients are hospitalised for 21 days per year) 

 

The final scenario widens the basis of comparison to include all systemic therapies for 

which effectiveness parameters could be estimated in the evidence synthesis (see 

Section 4.5).  As well as supportive care and therapies based on etanercept and 

efalizumab, this scenario includes methotrexate, ciclosporin, Fumaderm and 

infliximab.  By way of illustration, the scenario is run for all patients (regardless of 

baseline DLQI) and assuming that patients not responding to therapy are hospitalised 

for 21 days per annum. 

 

Table 6.3.13 shows the expected QALYs, costs and ICERs for this scenario.  As a 

result of their higher effectiveness (compared to supportive care) and lower 

acquisition costs (compared to the biologics), methotrexate, ciclosporin and 

Fumaderm all dominate supportive care.  The ICERs for etanercept-based therapies 

and efalizumab, compared to supportive care, are similar to those in Alternative 

Scenario II.  The ICER of infliximab, compared to supportive care, is similar to that 

of etanercept 25mg (continuous). 

 

Table 6.3.14 show the most cost-effective treatment sequences, conditional on the 

threshold for cost-effectiveness, for this broader comparion.  It shows that  

methotrexate, ciclosporin and Fumaderm would be the first three treatments in the 

sequence whatever threshold value is used.  The first biologic to appear is etanercept 

25mg (4th in sequence at £30,000 per QALY gained).  Etanercept 25mg (continuous) 

and efalizumab appear 5th and 6th in the sequence, respectively, at a threshold of 

£50,000 and above.  Etanercept 50mg does not appear in any sequence at the 
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thresholds used in the analysis.  Table 6.3.15 shows the results of the probabilistic 

sensitivity analysis for this scenario, and indicates that the probabilities of being first 

in sequence and of appearing in the sequence are highest for methotrexate, ciclosporin 

and Fumaderm. 
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