Audit criteria for epoetin alfa, epoetin beta and darbepoetin alfa for cancer treatment-induced anaemia
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Objective of the audit

The objective of this audit is to measure current practice in the use of epoetin alfa, epoetin beta and darbepoetin alfa for cancer treatment-induced anaemia, against the recommendations in the technology appraisal. The audit criteria and data collection tool are intended to be used as part of a local audit project, by either using the whole tool or relevant parts within a local audit template.

Audit criteria and standards

This document provides audit criteria based on the technology appraisal guidance for use in clinical audit. Users can cut and paste these criteria into their own programmes. The standards given are typically 100% or 0%. If these are not achievable in the short term, a more appropriate standard should be set based on discussions with local clinicians. However, the standards remain the ultimate objective.

Data collection tool

A tool is provided that can be used or adapted for the data collection part of the clinical audit cycle by the trust, service or practice. The tool is in two sections. The first relates to clinical activity and the second to organisational issues. Suggestions on where you might find relevant information are included, although this may be different in your organisation.

Patient groups and sample

People diagnosed with cancer treatment-induced anaemia. An appropriate sample should be selected in line with your local clinical audit strategy.

Data sources

The audit criteria may require data to be collected from a range of sources, including policy documents and patient records. Suggestions are indicated on the tools.

Re-audit

Re-auditing is a key part of the audit cycle. If the first data collection and analysis shows room for improvement, the audit re-run once changes to the service have had time to make an impact. Depending on the nature of the changes, this could take weeks or months. This process should be continued until the results of the audit meet the standards.

Links with other national priorities

It is suggested that the audit based on this technology appraisal is considered in conjunction with other national priorities.
Further guidance

Click here for further guidance and generic templates to support the reporting and monitoring of the audit of NICE guidance in your organisation.

	Criterion 1
	Percentage of patients offered evidence-based written information about:

· their illness or condition

· the treatment and care they should be offered, for example the ‘Understanding NICE guidance’ booklet 

· the service providing their treatment and care.

	Exceptions
	None

	Settings
	All

	Standard
	100%

	Definitions
	Patients should be offered written information to help them make informed decisions about their healthcare. This should cover the condition, treatments and the health service providing care. Information should be available in formats appropriate to the individual, taking into account language, age, and physical, sensory or learning disabilities.

	Criterion 2
	The percentage of people for whom erythropoietin analogues were routinely used in the management of cancer treatment-induced anaemia.

	Exceptions
	Erythropoietin analogues have been used in combination with intravenous iron for women receiving platinum-based chemotherapy for ovarian cancer who have symptomatic cancer treatment-induced anaemia with a haemoglobin level of 8 g/100 ml or lower.

Erythropoietin analogues have been used in combination with intravenous iron for people who cannot be given blood transfusions and who have profound cancer treatment-induced anaemia that is likely to have an impact on survival.

	Settings
	Acute trusts

	Standard
	0%

	Definitions
	Anaemia is defined as a reduction of haemoglobin concentration, red cell count or packed cell volume to below normal levels. The US National Cancer Institute considers normal haemoglobin concentrations to be 14–18 g/100 ml (men) and 12–16 g/100 ml (women).The World Health Organization definition states that anaemia should be considered to exist in adults whose haemoglobin concentration is lower than 13 g/100 ml (men) or 12 g/100 ml (women). 


	Criterion 3
	The percentage of women receiving platinum-based chemotherapy for ovarian cancer who have symptomatic cancer treatment-induced anaemia with a haemoglobin level of 8 g/100 ml or lower who have been offered erythropoietin analogues in combination with intravenous iron as a treatment option.

	Exceptions
	None

	Settings
	Acute trusts

	Standard
	100%

	Definitions
	Anaemia is defined as a reduction of haemoglobin concentration, red cell count or packed cell volume to below normal levels. The US National Cancer Institute considers normal haemoglobin concentrations to be 14–18 g/100 ml (men) and 12–16 g/100 ml (women).The World Health Organization definition states that anaemia should be considered to exist in adults whose haemoglobin concentration is lower than 13 g/100 ml (men) or 12 g/100 ml (women).

	Criterion 4
	The percentage of people who have profound cancer treatment-induced anaemia that is likely to have an impact on survival and who cannot be given blood transfusions, in whom erythropoietin analogues in combination with intravenous iron have been considered as a treatment option.

	Exceptions
	None

	Settings
	Acute trusts

	Standard
	100%

	Definitions
	Anaemia is defined as a reduction of haemoglobin concentration, red cell count or packed cell volume to below normal levels. The US National Cancer Institute considers normal haemoglobin concentrations to be 14–18 g/100 ml (men) and 12–16 g/100 ml (women).The World Health Organization definition states that anaemia should be considered to exist in adults whose haemoglobin concentration is lower than 13 g/100 ml (men) or 12 g/100 ml (women).


	Criterion 5
	The percentage of cases in which the erythropoietin analogue with the lowest acquisition cost was used in the following circumstances:

· in women receiving platinum-based chemotherapy for ovarian cancer who have symptomatic cancer treatment-induced anaemia with a haemoglobin level of 8 g/100 ml or lower

· in people who have profound cancer treatment-induced anaemia that is likely to have an impact on survival and who cannot be given blood transfusions.

	Exceptions
	None

	Settings
	Acute trusts, primary care trusts

	Standard
	100%

	Definitions
	Anaemia is defined as a reduction of haemoglobin concentration, red cell count or packed cell volume to below normal levels. The US National Cancer Institute considers normal haemoglobin concentrations to be 14–18 g/100 ml (men) and 12–16 g/100 ml (women).The World Health Organization definition states that anaemia should be considered to exist in adults whose haemoglobin concentration is lower than 13 g/100 ml (men) or 12 g/100 ml (women).

	Criterion 6
	The percentage of patients who commenced treatment with erythropoietin analogues for the management of cancer treatment-induced anaemia before the publication of this NICE guidance, but who do not fulfil the criteria in sections 1.2 and 1.3 of this NICE guidance, for whom records show that the option to continue therapy until it is considered appropriate to stop has been discussed with their specialists. 

	Exceptions
	None

	Settings
	Acute trusts

	Standard
	100%

	Definitions
	

	Number of criterion replaced: 
	Local alternatives to above criteria (to be used where other data addressing the same issue are more readily available)

	Exceptions
	

	Settings
	

	Standard
	

	Definitions
	


Complete one form for each patient. For definitions of the standards, please refer to the audit criteria and/or NICE technology appraisal.
	Patient identifier:
	Sex:  M  /  F
	Age:
	Ethnicity:


	Crite-rion

No.
	Data

Item

No.
	Standard
	Yes
	No
	NA/

Exceptions
	NICE guideline ref.

	Diagnosis

	1
	1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4
	Patient offered evidence-based written information about:

· their illness or condition

· the treatment and care they should be offered

· for example the ‘Understanding NICE guidance’ booklet 

· the service providing their treatment and care.

 (Data source: patient records)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

   FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

   FORMCHECKBOX 

	………………
………………

………………

………………
	

	2, 3 and 4
	2.1
	Has the patient been diagnosed with cancer treatment-induced anaemia?

(Data source: patient records)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	………………
	1.1

	3
	
	Does the patient meet the following criteria: 
	
	
	
	

	
	3.1
	· has been receiving platinum-based chemotherapy for ovarian cancer, and
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	………………
	1.2

	
	3.2
	· has symptomatic cancer treatment-induced anaemia with a haemoglobin level of 8 g/100 ml or lower?

(Data source: patient records)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	………………
	1.2

	4
	
	Does the patient meet the following criteria:
	
	
	
	

	
	4.1

4.2
	· profound cancer treatment-induced anaemia that is likely to have an impact on survival, and

· cannot be given blood transfusions ?
(Data source: patient records)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

 FORMCHECKBOX 

	………………

………………
	1.3

1.3


	Crite-rion

No.
	Data

Item

No.
	Criterion
	Yes
	No
	NA/

Exceptions
	NICE guideline ref.

	Treatment

	2, 3, 4 and 6
	5.1
	Is the patient currently being treated with an erythropoietin analogue?

(Data source: patient records)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	………………
	1.2

1.3

1.5

	3 and 4
	6.1
	Was an erythropoietin analogue given in combination with intravenous iron?
(Data source: patient records)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	………………
	1.2

1.3

	3 and 4
	7.1
	Was an erythropoietin analogue offered as a treatment option?
(Data source: patient records)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	………………
	1.2

1.3

	5
	8.1
	Was the erythropoietin analogue with the lowest acquisition cost used?

 (Data source: pharmacy records)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	………………
	1.4

	6
	9.1
	Was the patient given the option to continue therapy with an erythropoietin analogue until they and their specialists considered it appropriate to stop?

(Data source: Patient records)
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	
	1.5


Data collection completed

NICE technology appraisal guidance [XX]
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