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The Office for Health Improvement and Disparities (OHID) at the Department for Health 
and Social Care convened a clinical expert group to consider available evidence and 
clinical experience to advise on recommendations and provide supplementary guidance on 
opioid substitution treatment. The first part of this covers the choice between methadone 
and buprenorphine to reduce harm to opioid dependent individuals, and the appropriate 
supervised consumption to be considered for each drug. A comparison between this 
supplementary guidance and the NICE guideline has been completed which prompted a 
surveillance review of this guideline. 

Surveillance decision 
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We propose to update this guideline to provide links to the Office for Health Improvement 
and Disparities (OHID) Opioid substitution treatment: guide for keyworkers in the sections 
on general considerations, assessment, pharmacological interventions in opioid 
detoxification and opioid detoxification in community, residential, inpatient and prison 
settings. 
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https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fopioid-substitution-treatment-guide-for-keyworkers%2Fpart-1-introducing-opioid-substitution-treatment-ost%23types-of-interventions-when-entering-treatment&data=05%7C02%7CMerissa.Bellew%40nice.org.uk%7C74c4955e87794496c35c08dd91eb7d92%7C6030f479b342472da5dd740ff7538de9%7C0%7C0%7C638827163063325632%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=c8GuJfoQyl1uiqSP6Wpuwu3%2B%2FxG2Cs2t5YolyTC%2FHAQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fpublications%2Fopioid-substitution-treatment-guide-for-keyworkers%2Fpart-1-introducing-opioid-substitution-treatment-ost%23types-of-interventions-when-entering-treatment&data=05%7C02%7CMerissa.Bellew%40nice.org.uk%7C74c4955e87794496c35c08dd91eb7d92%7C6030f479b342472da5dd740ff7538de9%7C0%7C0%7C638827163063325632%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=c8GuJfoQyl1uiqSP6Wpuwu3%2B%2FxG2Cs2t5YolyTC%2FHAQ%3D&reserved=0
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