
  

Fetus positive  

Recommend anti D prophylaxis 

Accepts anti D 

Administer between 28-30 weeks 

1 x 6mL EDTA 
Give leaflet 

Mother negative Mother positive 

EARLIEST APPOINTMENT  / BOOKING APPOINTMENT 

Offer screening for: 

Blood group & Rhesus status 

Review result 

At 16 week appointment 

Review results 

Fetus negative 

By 10 days 

14 days 

Take blood for 

Free fetal DNA 

Inform Mother & document in Maternity notes 

Take routine 28 weeks gestation repeat bloods for FBC and Rh antibodies 

Baby Rhesus positive 

Cord blood taken for blood group 

Baby Rhesus negative 

Birth of baby  

DISCORDANT FFDNA/CORD BLOOD 

GROUP RESULT 

1. Complete incident form (copy to 

Transfusion Lab) 

2. Inform Blood Transfusion 

3. Confirm blood group at birth 

matches with cffDNA result – Take 

bloods from Mother for antibody 

screen and cffDNA  

(x2 tubes 6mls EDTA) 

Confirm cord blood group concordant with ffDNA rhd typing 

This flow chart is a real world example provided by Taunton and Somerset NHS Foundation NHS Trust for the NICE 

diagnostic guidance adoption support resource for High-throughput non-invasive prenatal testing for fetal RHD 

genotype. It was not produced, commissioned or sanctioned by NICE. 

PROCESS FOR SCREENING FOR FREE FETAL DNA IN PREGNANT WOMEN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If Rh-ve woman suspected 

or actual bleed, before the 

baby’s blood group result 

is available recommend 

anti D 

In pregnancy 

notes 

On Tracer card 

In pregnancy 

notes 

On Tracer card 


