N I C National Institute for
Health and Care Excellence

Evidence review - March 2026

Evaluation report
Published: 14 April 2026

www.nice.org.uk

New evidence has become available that could have a material effect on the
recommendations. In March 2026, the NICE Prioritisation Board agreed that updated
guidance on the use of procalcitonin tests in sepsis would be valuable. It has confirmed
that a review of the topic should be prioritised. So, this guidance will be updated on the
use of procalcitonin testing to guide decisions on stopping antibiotics in people with
confirmed or highly suspected in sepsis.

Also, the use of procalcitonin to guide decisions on starting antibiotics in people with
suspected sepsis will be updated in NICE's guideline on suspected sepsis in people aged
16 years and or over: recognition, assessment and early management, NICE's quideline on
suspected sepsis in under 16s: recognition, diagnosis and early management and NICE's
quideline on suspected sepsis in pregnant or recently pregnant people: recognition,
diagnosis and early management.
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