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Disclaimer
The recommendations in this guideline represent the view of NICE, arrived at after careful
consideration of the evidence available. When exercising their judgement, professionals are
expected to take this guideline fully into account, alongside the individual needs, preferences
and values of their patients or service users. The recommendations in this guideline are not
mandatory and the guideline does not override the responsibility of healthcare professionals
to make decisions appropriate to the circumstances of the individual patient, in consultation
with the patient and/or their carer or guardian.
Local commissioners and/or providers have a responsibility to enable the guideline to be
applied when individual health professionals and their patients or service users wish to use it.
They should do so in the context of local and national priorities for funding and developing
services, and in light of their duties to have due regard to the need to eliminate unlawful
discrimination, to advance equality of opportunity and to reduce health inequalities. Nothing
in this guideline should be interpreted in a way that would be inconsistent with compliance
with those duties.
NICE guidelines cover health and care in England. Decisions on how they apply in other UK
countries are made by ministers in the Welsh Government, Scottish Government, and
Northern Ireland Executive. All NICE guidance is subject to regular review and may be
updated or withdrawn.
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A

Prevention of colorectal cancer

A1

How effective is aspirin in the prevention of colorectal cancer in adults with Lynch syndrome
(hereditary nonpolyposis colorectal cancer)?

B

Molecular biomarkers

B1

Which predictive biomarkers should be used in the systemic management of colorectal
cancer patients?

C

Management of local disease

C1

What is the most effective treatment for early rectal cancer?

C2

What is the effectiveness of preoperative radiotherapy or chemoradiotherapy for rectal
cancer?

C3

What is the optimal surgical technique for rectal cancer?

C4

Which people having neoadjuvant chemotherapy or chemoradiotherapy for rectal cancer do
not need surgery?

C5

What is the effectiveness of exenterative surgery for locally advanced or recurrent rectal
cancer?

C6

Which people with early colon cancer can be treated with endoscopic resection alone?

C7

Which people with non-metastatic colon cancer would benefit from preoperative
chemotherapy?

C8

What is the optimal duration of adjuvant chemotherapy for colorectal cancer?

C9

What is the effectiveness of stenting compared with emergency surgery for suspected
colorectal cancer causing acute large bowel obstruction?

D

Management of metastatic disease

D1

Does surgery for the asymptomatic primary tumour improve outcomes for people with
metastatic colorectal cancer, which cannot be treated with curative intent?

D2a

What is the optimal combination and sequence of treatments in patients presenting with
metastatic colorectal cancer in the liver amenable to local treatment?

D2b

What is the optimal combination and sequence of treatments in patients presenting with
metastatic colorectal cancer in the liver not amenable to local treatment?

D3

What is the optimal combination and sequence of treatments in patients presenting with
metastatic colorectal cancer in the lung amenable to local treatment?

D4

What is the optimal combination and sequence of local and systemic treatments in patients
presenting with metastatic colorectal cancer isolated in the peritoneum?

E

Ongoing care and support

E1

What are the optimal methods and frequencies of follow-up to detect recurrence after
potentially curative surgical treatment for non-metastatic colorectal cancer?

E2

What is the optimal management of low anterior resection syndrome?

E3

What are the information needs of people prior, during and after treatment for colorectal
cancer?

F

Service delivery

F1

Is there a relationship between surgical volumes and outcomes in the treatment of rectal
cancer (primary and recurrent disease)?
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