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This is a risk classification table for non-muscle-invasive bladder cancer. It 

accompanies bladder cancer (NICE guideline NG2). 

Issue date: 2015 

It is not NICE guidance.  
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Risk classification in non-muscle-invasive  
bladder cancer 

There is no widely accepted classification of risk in non-muscle-invasive 
bladder cancer. To make clear recommendations for management, the 
Guideline Development Group developed the consensus classification in the 
table below, based on the evidence reviewed and clinical opinion. 

 

Risk categories in non-muscle-invasive bladder cancer 

Low risk Urothelial cancer with any of: 

 solitary pTaG1 with a diameter of less 
than 3 cm 

 solitary pTaG2 (low grade) with a 
diameter of less than 3 cm 

 any papillary urothelial neoplasm of low 
malignant potential  

Intermediate risk Urothelial cancer that is not low risk or high 
risk, including: 

 solitary pTaG1 with a diameter of more 
than 3 cm 

 multifocal pTaG1 

 solitary pTaG2 (low grade) with a 
diameter of more than 3 cm 

 multifocal pTaG2 (low grade) 

 pTaG2 (high grade) 

 any pTaG2 (grade not further specified) 

 any low-risk non-muscle-invasive bladder 
cancer recurring within 12 months of last 
tumour occurrence 

High risk Urothelial cancer with any of: 

 pTaG3 

 pT1G2 

 pT1G3 

 pTis (Cis) 

 aggressive variants of urothelial 
carcinoma, for example micropapillary or 
nested variants  

 


