
Health needs assessment 

1 What health assessment needs to be done at reception into prison? 

2 What subsequent health assessment(s) are clinically and cost effective in 
prisons? 

3 When should subsequent health assessments be done in prisons? 

4 What are the most effective assessment tools to determine the health 
promotion needs of prisoners? 

Promoting health and wellbeing 

5 What are the most clinically and cost effective interventions that can be 
implemented to promote health and wellbeing in prisons? 

6 What are the most clinically and cost effective methods of delivering 
health promotion activities in prison? 

7 Who should deliver health promotion activities in prison? 

8 What are the barriers and facilitators to information provision, support 
and mentoring for prisoners to promote health and wellbeing?  

Coordination and communication 

9 What are barriers and facilitators to coordination, case management and 
communication between healthcare professionals involved in primary 
care, mental healthcare, substance misuse care and secondary care?  

Use of medication 

10 What are the most clinically and cost-effective methods for people to 
access medicines in prisons to maximise adherence and good health 
outcomes and reduce inappropriate use? 

11 What are the most  clinically and cost-effective methods for continuity of 
care for people to access medicines to maximise adherence and good 
health outcomes and reduce inappropriate use when: 
• Coming into prison? 
• Being transferred between prisons? 
• Discharged from prison? 

12 What are the barriers and facilitators to ensuring access to medicines to 
maximise adherence and good health outcomes and reduce inappropriate 
use when: 
• coming into prison? 
• in prison? 
• being transferred between prisons? 
• discharged from prison? 

Chronic conditions 

13 How should chronic conditions be monitored in prison? 

Urgent and emergency management 

14 What are the barriers and facilitators to prison staff, healthcare workers 
and prisoners for recognising deteriorating health? 

15 What are the barriers and facilitators for prison staff, healthcare workers 
and prisoners in managing emergency situations including first person on 
the scene? 

Continuity of care 

16 What are the barriers and facilitators to ensuring continuity of healthcare, 
including management of patient records, of people moving from: 
• community to prison? 
• prison to prison? 
• prison to court? 
• court to prison? 
• prison to hospital? 



 • hospital to prison? 
• prison to community?  
• transport to or from other detention centres? 

17 
 

What are the most clinically and cost-effective systems to manage patient 
records, to ensure continuity of healthcare of people moving from one 
prison to another, or between prison and the community or hospital? 


