
Lyme disease 

suspected based on 

clinical assessment 

and history

Erythema migrans 

present

Diagnose Lyme 

disease without 

laboratory testing 

and offer antibiotic 

treatment

Offer ELISA 

(combined IgM and 

IgG, based on C6 or 

equivalent VlsE)

Offer immunoblot test

If initial ELISA was done 

within 4 weeks of onset, 

repeat ELISA 4 to 6 weeks 

after first ELISA)

Consider alternative 

diagnosis or consider 

specialist discussion 

or referral if 

symptoms persist

If initial ELISA was done 

after 4 weeks, symptoms 

continue for 12 weeks or 

more and Lyme disease is 

still suspected 

Consider repeat 

ELISA and offer 

immunoblot

Review history and 

continuing symptoms 

and consider 

alternative diagnoses

+ve / equivocal 

ELISA

Lyme disease: laboratory investigations

No erythema migrans

Diagnose Lyme 

disease and offer 

antibiotic treatment 

according to 

symptoms

−ve ELISA

+ve immunoblot −ve immunoblot

© NICE 2017. All rights reserved. Subject to Notice of rights.


	Lyme diagnostics algorithm for consultation.vsd
	Page-1


