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Sent by e-mail only: info@arns.co.uk  
FAO Joyce Pang, on behalf of ARNS
17 March 2026
[bookmark: deartext][bookmark: Sal]Dear Joyce Pang 
Re: Final Draft Guidance – Dupilumab for maintenance treatment of uncontrolled chronic obstructive pulmonary disease with raised blood eosinophils [ID6235]
Thank you for your email of 12 March 2026 confirming that you do not intend to submit any further evidence or clarifications.  This is my final decision on initial scrutiny.
I assess each of your points in turn.
Ground 1(a): In making the assessment that preceded the recommendation, NICE has failed to act fairly
Appeal point 1(a).1: lack of clarity in exacerbation definitions
I confirm my decision not to refer this appeal point to the Appeal Panel, for the reasons set out in my initial scrutiny letter. 
Ground 2: the recommendation is unreasonable in the light of the evidence submitted to NICE
Appeal point 2.1: Unreasonable interpretation of exacerbation data
I confirm my decision not to refer this appeal point to the Appeal Panel, for the reasons set out in my initial scrutiny letter. 
Conclusion
For the reasons set out above, I will not refer your appeal point for consideration at an appeal hearing. This letter therefore brings NICE's internal appeal process to a close. 
Thank you again for your comments and engagement in the appeals process. 
Yours sincerely


Dr Mark Chakravarty 
Lead Non-Executive Director for Appeals & Vice Chairman 
National Institute for Health and Care Excellence
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