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Indicator 
Proportion of people with dementia prescribed anti-psychotic medication. 

Indicator type 
Network / system level indicator. 

The indicator would be appropriate to understand and report on the performance of 
networks or systems of providers. 
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This document does not represent formal NICE guidance. For a full list of NICE 
indicators, see our menu of indicators. 

To find out how to use indicators and how we develop them, see our NICE indicator 
process guide. 

Rationale 
Reducing the use of antipsychotic drugs for people with dementia is a national priority. 
People with dementia often experience behavioural and psychological symptoms. These 
symptoms can often be prevented or managed without antipsychotic medication. This 
indicator therefore aims to inform the need for further investigation or action where high 
levels of antipsychotic medication subscribing are found. 

Source guidance 
Dementia: assessment, management and support for people living with dementia and their 
carers. NICE guideline NG97 (2018), recommendations 1.7.1 to 1.7.8 

Specification 
Numerator: The number of patients in the denominator with a prescription for 
antipsychotic medication. 

Denominator: The number of patients with a diagnosis of dementia. 

Calculation: Numerator divided by the denominator, multiplied by 100. 

Exclusions: None. 

Data source: NHS England Primary Care Dementia Data. 

Minimum population: The indicator would be appropriate to understand and report on the 
performance of networks or systems of providers. 

Dementia: anti-psychotic prescriptions (IND12)

© NICE 2025. All rights reserved. Subject to Notice of rights (https://www.nice.org.uk/terms-and-
conditions#notice-of-rights).

Page 2
of 3

https://www.nice.org.uk/Standards-and-Indicators/index
https://www.nice.org.uk/process/pmg44
https://www.nice.org.uk/process/pmg44
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng97
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng97
https://digital.nhs.uk/data-and-information/publications/statistical/primary-care-dementia-data


ISBN: 978-1-4731-5874-0 

Dementia: anti-psychotic prescriptions (IND12)

© NICE 2025. All rights reserved. Subject to Notice of rights (https://www.nice.org.uk/terms-and-
conditions#notice-of-rights).

Page 3
of 3


	Dementia: anti-psychotic prescriptions
	Indicator
	Indicator type
	Rationale
	Source guidance
	Specification



