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Dear 


HEPATITIS C PCR POSITIVE PATIENT
The NI Hepatitis C Managed Clinical Network and the Regional Virus Laboratory are working together to maximise appropriate uptake of treatment of chronic hepatitis C.  Patients with chronic hepatitis C are very likely to benefit from specialist assessment, and if appropriate, subsequent treatment at the Royal Victoria Hospital Hepatology Clinic. 

The patient named above had a blood sample taken on




This sample was positive for hepatitis C antibody and PCR ie this patient has chronic hepatitis C infection.  As far as we can see there is no record that this patient has been referred to hepatology but this may have taken place recently.

If referral has not taken place and is still possible, we would recommend that you refer this patient for specialist assessment by a Consultant Hepatologist at the Royal Victoria Hospital Liver Unit, or a gastroenterologist with a special interest in liver disease. Information leaflets for patients and clinicians are enclosed.  Further information on Hepatitis C is available on www.hepbandcni.net.  The specialist hepatology nurses are available to support patients and this may be of particular help if they are reluctant to be referred.  Contact details are on the enclosed leaflet. 

If this patient is no longer under your care you may wish to consider forwarding a copy of this letter to their current GP if you feel this is appropriate. 

In order to better understand the barriers to patients coming forward for specialist assessment, we would be grateful if you could inform us on the attached proforma of this patient’s current referral status. This can be returned using the enclosed SAE.

Thank you for your help.

Yours sincerely

Dr Conall McCaughey  MD FRCPath                            

Consultant Virologist                                 
Please reply to

To: Mrs Annelies McCurley

Regional Hepatitis C Managed Clinical Network Manager

4th Musgrave Wing 

Royal Victoria Hospital

Grosvenor Road

Belfast

BT 12 6BA
02890632898

Annelies.mccurley@belfasttrust.hscni.net















Regional Virus Laboratory


Kelvin Building, Royal Victoria Hospital 


Grosvenor Road 


Belfast BT12 6BA


Date:
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NHS/CHI number:


Name                                                            


DOB


Address








Referral sent/will be sent to


RVH Hepatology Department                          


Gastroenterologist with specialist interest in viral hepatitis





Referral not sent as patient


       Opted for no intervention                lost to follow up                        moved/left area


       Attending elsewhere                       Died


Other 





Letter copied to current GP 


Name of GP (if known)

















Date:                                                      Specimen no:                                         


The sample was recorded as having been taken at





Name                                                        


DOB:


H&C No


Address
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