Your Reference: Tel: 01942 482838
Our Reference: (MM-L-011) Fax: 01942 482788
Department: Medicines Management Website: www.wiganboroughccg.nhs.uk
Please ask for: Anna Swift Email:_anna.swift@wiganboroughccg.nhs.uk
7 April 2014

FAO: ALL PRACTICE MANAGERS

Dear Colleagues
LOCALITY PRESCRIBING PEER REVIEW MEETINGS

Following the success of the locality prescribing peer review meetings in previous years, the
CCG has agreed that the Single Commissioning Engagement and Outturn Scheme (SCEOS)
will provide funding for Practices to attend an annual prescribing peer review meeting this year.
To receive funding under the SCEOS, at least one Prescriber and the Practice Manager
(or Deputy Practice Manager) from the Practice must attend one of the prescribing peer review
meetings and agree three areas to work on over the financial year with the CCG.

The Locality Medicines Management Champions who sit on the Medicines Management
Group (MMG) will facilitate the review meetings, along with the CCG Senior Medicines
Management Team. Each meeting will be attended by 5/6 Practices and will allow peer to peer
discussion of prescribing. The areas selected for discussion have been selected from a variety
from the National Quality, Innovation, Productivity and Prevention (QIPP) Indicators for
prescribing produced by NICE, Greater Manchester QIPP prescribing indicators and areas
highlighted as priority areas within the CCG QIPP plan.

The Locality Support Officers have arranged the peer review meeting from April to July to allow
Practices time within the financial year to work on their selected areas as follows:

Date Locality Date Locality
29 April 2014 WCC 1 May 2014 ULC

8 May 2014 WCC TBC NW

22 May 2014 AL/PF 27 May 2014 TABA
28 May 2014 ULC 13 June 2014 AL/PF
24 June 2014 AL/PF 26 June 2014 TABA
11 July 2014 AL/PF

Enclosed with this letter is a package of prescribing information to allow each Practice to
conduct a prescribing review and to select the three areas on which they wish to work. The
data provided is for the period October - December 2013 unless otherwise indicated.
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The prescribing information supplied covers the following clinical areas:

Respiratory

The chart enclosed shows the cost of treatment per COPD and Asthma patient plotted against
respiratory admissions for the Practice. The crosses with no name represent the Practices in
the CCG not within the Locality for which you have been sent data. The axes of the graph are
drawn on the CCG average values and the England average is shown on the chart with a red
cross. Practices should aim to be in the lower area of the graph for hospital admissions
preferably at the lower cost side. Those practices with higher admission rates may wish to
select this area to work on.

Do Not Prescribe

Medications are placed on the ‘Do Not Prescribe’ list as they are not cost effective products and
may lack evidence of effectiveness. These items should not be prescribed as they do not
represent value for money for the NHS.

A copy of the current GMMMG Do Not Prescribe (DNP) List (December 2013 edition) is
enclosed along with a bar chart to show levels of prescribing of these items. The different
colours within the bars represent different products included on the list according to the code at
the bottom of the chart. The ‘Others’ category is an amalgamation of all other items. Although
Omacor is included on the DNP list for unlicensed indications this product may still be used for
the management of raised triglycerides where other treatments have failed to reduce levels
appropriately.

Nutrition

This bar chart shows the net ingredient cost (NIC) of sip feeds per weighted patient for the
Practice. The red lines represent the national average for this indicator. Practices above the
England average have been coloured blue, those below the England average green. Those
Practices in blue for this indicator may wish to select this area to work on. The Medicines
Management Dietician would be able to provide additional support in this area.

Stoma Appliances

Compared with other CCGs within Greater Manchester, Wigan Practices prescribe less stoma
appliance items per patient, but with a higher cost per patient. This suggests that we may be
able to prescribe more cost-effectively in this area. The bar chart shows the weighted
prescribing cost of stoma appliances for Practices. The Greater Manchester average is
indicated on the chart. Practices above the Greater Manchester average have been coloured
blue, those below the Greater Manchester average green. Those Practices in blue for this
indicator may wish to select this area to work on. The Medicines Management Stoma Nurse
would be able to provide additional support in this area.

Hypnotics

This bar chart shows the volume of prescribing of hypnotics (benzodiazepines indicated for use
as hypnotics and Z drugs) for the Practice per weighted patient. The red lines represent the
national average for this indicator. Practices above the England average have been coloured
blue, those below the England average green. Those Practices in blue for this indicator may
wish to select this area to work on.



Bisphosphonates

This bar chart shows the weighted prescribing frequency of all bisphosphonates for the
Practice. This area has been selected as the CCG has low prescribing rates of medications
used in the treatment and prevention of osteoporosis. This is an area that has been highlighted
as a quality area where prescribing could be improved to improve patient outcomes. The
England average is indicated on the chart in red. Practices above the England average have
been coloured green, those below the England average blue. Those Practices in blue for this
indicator may wish to select this area to work on.

Antibiotics

Two bar charts are enclosed for this indicator showing data for all Practices in the CCG - total
antibiotic items per STAR-PU and cephalosporin’s and quinolones as a percentage of total
items. The CCG continues to improve in this area with a continuing reduction in prescribing
compared with the previous year, however, there is still room for improvement in this area and
we are still above the England average for both indictors. We continue to have high
Clostridium difficile rates and exceeded our target of being below 90 cases for 2013/14 by at
least 15 cases. Itis, therefore, essential that Practices continue to focus on this area, ensuring
that all prescribing of antibiotics is warranted and that the CCG antimicrobial guidelines are
followed unless sensitivity results indicate otherwise.

Repeat Prescribing

We will also be discussing repeat prescribing and the issues resulting from pharmacy,
appliance contractor and care home ordering of medication at the meeting. This is an area the
CCG is keen to focus on to reduce waste. Many Practices may wish to select this area, the
Medicines Management Technicians will provide support to all Practices in the implementation
of the CCG recommendations included within our ‘Guidelines for Prescribing and Repeat
Prescribing’, and liaising with Contractors to resolve specific issues to help each Practice
control item growth and reduce waste medication. Our Care Homes Pharmacists will also be
able to provide additional support where Care Home Ordering may be causing problems,
particularly where NICE recommendations are not being followed.

Following the review meeting each Practice must submit Form A (enclosed) to the CCG,
FAO Anna Swift by 31 August 2014.

The Prescribing Support Technicians will support all Practices with prescribing areas selected,
following the reviews and will provide audit reports as required by the Practice.

| hope that within this package of information | have supplied all required prescribing data to
support your Practice to agree the areas of prescribing you wish to review for QIPP 2014/15.
This information is available electronically in the locality area on SharePoint.

Should you require further information, or you would like support for your Practice from the
Medicines Management Technicians please contact the Medicines Management Team on
01942 482838.

Yours sincerely
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Anna Swift Linda Scott
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR
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